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be able to give you good news of our success; and when
this expedition is happily over, I believe thai the town of
Prague will fall of its own accord, and that then with
hands more free, I shall be able to send a detachment
against the French,"

The King's confidence was in great part warranted
by what he had already seen in the present war. It
seemed that only a Browne would dare to attack
Prussian troops led by their King. Had not Prince
Charles been overruled by his generals, he would
have abandoned Prague to avoid a battle. Daun
had retreated before Bevern till he became over-
whelmingly superior in force, and he advanced only
when his Queen promised him gratitude for a vic-
tory and her continued favour if he xvere beaten.
The most that could be expected from such com-
manders as these was that they would stand on the
defensive in a strong position.

This very fact made the tactics of the Prussians
doubly formidable. Drilled to the last degree of
perfection, they could change their formation with
a speed which their* enemies admired but could
not rival Frederick could therefore veil his move-
ment till the last moment. Having chosen the
enemy's most vulnerable wing, he could strengthen
the wing opposed to it without fear that the enemy
would either accomplish the countermove in time
or attack the section which he had weakened. It
was therefore of little consequence that the Aus-
trians greatly outnumbered the Prussians in the
part of the field \vhere no fighting was likely to
take place. The battle was gained because the